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Article Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Background and Objectives: The main issue facing the Zagros forests is
Full Length Research Paper  oak decline. Over time, numerous domestic and international studies have
been conducted, yielding valuable results in this field. To achieve a
comprehensive evaluation, it is essential to compile these findings into a
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Received: 03.12.2025 unified database. Such a database will play a crucial role in providing
Revised: 04.12.2025 foundational information for future research and can serve as a guideline to
Accepted: 04.23.2025 facilitate current studies and decision-making processes. Therefore, the

main objective of this research was to collect and analyze all scientific
documents and publications related to oak decline in Zagros forests,

gegrvl\)mrds: encompassing works from all relevant organizations, institutions, and
Ozka ase, academic entities, both domestically and internationally. Ultimately, this

Publications effort led to the creation of a comprehensive database in this field.

Scientometric,
Zagros Materials and Methods: To access all published documents on oak

decline, we used Google Scholar, while for theses and dissertations at the
national level, the Iran Scholar Information Database (Ganj) was utilized.
Additionally, data on research projects conducted nationally were obtained
from the Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands of Iran and the
Natural Resources and Watershed Management Organization. Unfortunately,
due to limitations, access to international projects, including theses and
dissertations, was not possible. Given that the first reports of oak decline
date back to 2008-2009, this study covered a 23-year period from 2001 to
2024. After a thorough review of all documents, a relatively comprehensive
database was established, and various analyses and categorizations were
performed based on the collected data to meet specific research objectives.

Results: The findings revealed that, at both national and international
levels, a total of 395 official documents were published on the decline of
Zagros oaks during the specified period, with the highest number of studies
focusing on Ilam Province. Subsequent analysis of contributing factors
showed that researchers prioritized environmental factors over other
aspects, with most studies concentrating on these elements. Among all
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research institutions, the Research Institute of Forests and Rangelands of
Iran conducted the highest number of studies (63 documents) in this field.
Dr. Ahmad Hosseini from the Center for Agricultural Research and
Education of Natural Resources in Ilam Province was identified as the
leading researcher, having published 37 official documents. The Iranian
Journal of Forest and Poplar Research ranked first among all publishers in
this domain, with 52 scientific research articles published.

Conclusion: Given the significant impact of oak decline, many researchers
have conducted valuable studies on this phenomenon. The establishment
of this comprehensive database can greatly assist researchers and
policymakers in making informed decisions, allocating research and
executive funding effectively, and improving project quality in each
province. Overall, publications and citations in this field have demonstrated
anearly positive growth trend over the studied period. In light of the
importance of scientometric analysis in various disciplines, particularly in
natural resources, which form the foundation of life, it is recommended
that researchers place greater emphasis on evaluating these indices and
developing comprehensive scientific databases in related fields.
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Figure 1. The Location of Zagros forests in the country.
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Table 1. The basis of counting and categorizing scientific papers and documents.

The basis of counting and categorizing all available documents

e The number of scientific documents and publications in the provinces of the Zagros region.
o The total number of publications per year

e The total number of documents for each researcher.

e The total number of publications based on the affiliation of the authors.

e The total number of publications for the four influential factors in the relevant field (environmental, climatic,
socio-economic, and pests and diseases), and for each province

e The total number of documents based on type (article, thesis, dissertation, and research project).

e The number of all publications inside and outside the country (Domestically and abroad)
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