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Avrticle Info ABSTRACT

Article type: Background and Obijectives: Ecotourism is a concept that has gained
Full Length Research Paper  global attention in recent years and is commonly associated with the
concepts of natural resource conservation and rural development. Studies

Article history: show that ecotourism has the capacity to protect natural resources and

Received: 09.13.2022 improve the livelihood of the local communities, although the participation
Revised: 10.30.2022 of this community must be taken into consideration. Therefore, a tool
Accepted: 11.01.2022 should be used to analyze the cooperative behavior of the local community

in the protection of natural ecosystems. The aim of this study was to
investigate the conservation behavior of the local community on

K ds: . . .

Cc?ri/sv;cr)\';atsion behavior ecotourism using the value-belief-norm model.

Ecotourism, ] ) ) )

Participation, Materials and Methods: A questionnaire with a group of experts was used

Value-belief-norm model to collect data using face-to-face interview with the local communities.
A 287 completed questionnaires were analyzed. Data analysis was
conducted for descriptive statistics using SPSS23 software, while Smart Pls
software was used to analyze inferential statistics, such as to examine the
correlation between independent and dependent variables in the form of
structural equation modeling.

Results: Comparing the values obtained from the fit indices in Stern's
value-belief-norm model with the desired values shows that these values
are within the standard range. Therefore, based on the values of the
presented indicators, it can be concluded that the model used to study the
intention of the local communities to participate in forest conservation is
well adjusted. Moreover, the findings of the study indicated that all
research hypotheses were confirmed in the value-belief-norm model. The
variables used in the modelling efforts were able to explain 71.80% of the
local community's intent for forest conservation behaviors.

Conclusion: The results showed that biosphere values, altruistic values,
sense of responsibility and awareness of the consequences have an effect
on the cooperative behavior of the host community for the protection of
forests. Given people's relationship and interaction with natural resources
and strong religious beliefs towards the value of natural resources and their
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respect between people can be used to reinforce forest protection behavior
and engage in protective behavior. This approach can be used as a suitable
conservation tool for the Zagros forests.

Cite this article: Latifinia, Akram, Maleknia, Rahim, Rahimian, Mehdi. 2022. The use of value-belief-
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Figure 1. Value-belief-norm theory (11).
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Table 1. Socio-economic charachteristics of participants.
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% Groups Variable % Groups Variable
21.6 o 72.7 >
Non-married oG s Male -
: Marital State Gender
[ 03
78.4 Je 273 %
Married Female
43 A2 277 e S AN
Govermental Jobs University degrees
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88.1 > 137 e
Non-govermental Job e Diploma s
Job N Educational status
7.6 A 28.7 e S Sl
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Iliterate
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Table 2. A summary of the goodness of fit indices for the measurement model.

5 Ui
RMS-Theta NFI D-G2 D-G1 SRMR u‘)_f. o=
Fit Index

oL S [B¥
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Recommended value

VBN Je ot 5,50 4 i
0.10 0.970 0.650 0.477 0.96 e o 2550 10k

Estimated value
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Table 3. Results of model.
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I think local communities should protect the forest.
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